Shelter Info

Letter from the Executive Director

Stafford Animal Shelter
3 Business Park Road
Livingston, MT 59047
Phone: (406) 222-2111
Fax: (406) 222-4938
Website: www.staffordanimalshelter.org
Follow us on Facebook & Instagram!
Email address: info@staffordanimalshelter.org
The shelter is just east of Livingston off Hwy 89, exit 337
Regular Hours: Wednesday - Sunday, 12 noon to 5 p.m.
Covid-19 Hours: By Appointment, see website
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2020 has been a year like no other in our
lifetime. The challenges associated with the
COVID-19 virus have been revolutionary to
all our private and business lives. It has been
devastating to the normal operating practices of our schools, churches, stores, doctor
offices, airport terminals and animal shelters.
We all have had to adapt to the new guidelines
for operating in all public arenas. We all ask, will
2021 provide a business as usual approach or
will today’s realities become the new normal?
Stafford has already been warned that our
annual Fur Ball fundraising event, held in May,
might not be allowed to take place again next
year. We also anticipate that the degree of
government assistance in 2021 will not equal
what was provided this year. If that is the case, next year will be an extremely hard
time financially. The fact is Stafford Animal Shelter has a job to do. We are the only
Animal Welfare organization in SW Montana that can provide for the care of over
1200 animals annually. We have no choice but to succeed and we know the communities that we serve agree and will help keep our doors open. We will be here for
you and we feel your commitment to be here for us! Thank you.
So, what is the new normal? How has Stafford engaged with our supporters and
how must we adjust that engagement to comply with all the heightened precautions? Fosters: We need foster homes more than ever. The home environment is
critical to the many animals presented to us due to COVID-19 related surrenders.
People are having extreme housing crises that sometimes lead to homelessness.
Their animals are rendered homeless as well. The foster environment we intend to
create provides a quiet, gentle, peaceful safe place for these already stressed out
critters. Exercise and socialization volunteers: With the average length of stay
for all intakes at 15 days, exercise and socialization is extremely important. With the
advent of COVID-19 we were forced to limit the number of people in our facility. As
a result, the animals have suffered in this arena. We are in the process of creating a system for our volunteers that allows them to exercise and interact with the
animals without compromising our efforts to keep the virus out of the building. It’s
easy with dogs, as we can interact outside, but more problematic with cats, who
don’t leave the premises. Special entries to the cat wing are being considered so
our cat folks can spend time with the kitties without interacting with
staff. This privilege will be afforded to our most trusted volunteers.
Transport: We are vehicle poor here at Stafford. We don’t have the
large truck or van that can transport more than five animals per trip.
We transferred in over 300 animals this year and frequently had to
turn to our volunteers with big rigs to help with the logistics of moving up to a dozen animals at a time. We will continue to ask for your
help in our effort to relieve the pressure on the Indian Reservations,
as well as the overcrowded shelters we assist. Event Support: We
are a self-funded non-profit that is not affiliated with any national
organization. Fundraising today does not look at all like our efforts
in the past. In person events that many of you helped with may not
take place next year. We, of course, still have all the same expenses
we incurred in the past. Therefore, we will need to develop a new approach to raising money to cover those expenses. On-line or virtual
events seem to be the alternative, but we need to cultivate people
who communicate that way and impress our donors that this is the
norm—for now. Fundraising will be our biggest challenge. We will still
need your help to make that effort successful.
Thank you all for the incredible support. We hope you will continue
to work with Stafford in order to allow us to perform services that
provide value in our communities. - Steve Leach

The Year at a Glance

Become a Business Partner!

Adoption is the First Option
Herbie is our 140 lb. cover boy who was recently surrendered and put up for adoption. He went fast to a perfect home with a single man who

wanted a constant companion. You can’t hide Herbie as his presence is obviously very dominant which is one of the reasons he was given up. He
was just what his new owner was looking for and the match was “made in heaven”. One might not think you could find a St. Bernard in our shelter
but we want to emphasize that in the over 600 dogs taken in this year we have gotten all kinds, so if you have adoption criteria for a specific breed,
look here first. Our recent dog adoptions include all the guys and girls you see pictured on this page as well as some exotic kitties and, of course,
the “Pure Bred Rez Dogs” which are a breed in their own right. When a curious adopter ran a DNA test on the Rez dog they adopted the mix came
back consistent with other tests from our Reservations. German Shepherd, Australian Cattle Dog, Lab and American Terrier. The ones from
Browning tested a similar blended mix but added Shar-Pei, hence the boomerang tail.
With all this said, the last thing we want to promote is breed specific marketing. We look at them all as individuals, but we know you might have had
a favorite growing up that holds a special place in your heart. We can sometimes fill that void and we know that if you could actually rescue the
animal you have been looking for, that match would be extremely lucky for both of you!
Keep in mind, we get all kinds of kitties too. We recently were presented with Maine Coons, Siamese, a Turkish Rex, a Norwegian Forrest Cat and a
Bengal. Check our page before you make an investment.
Most of our cats and dogs are a variety of different mixes but if you have a favorite breed you can find it in our mixed breeds as well. Beauty is in
your eye and we know you can find beauty in all our animals so make adoption here your first option!

Be a Voice for Pet Wellness
As a community-supported, community-driven organization, Stafford Animal Shelter considers you, the people of South-

west Montana, a critical partner in helping not just homeless animals at the shelter but all pets in need, too. Many of you
already help with pets in our community, reuniting lost animals found stray in your neighborhood, taking them back home
following an unseen slip outside of a fenced yard or a door dash, or bringing them to the shelter for help. But there are other
ways that we hope to count on you, to join us in a community wide effort to make our area a leader in pet wellness.
We have written in our newsletters and posted on social media about several cases of animal neglect in our region over the
past few years. Many of these cases became known to authorities and to the shelter because of concerned citizens. We’d
like to offer some suggestions on a few simple steps to take if you are concerned about the welfare of an animal. If you
aren’t able to discuss the issue directly with the owner, call law enforcement and report what you have seen, heard or know.
Follow up to see if a welfare check was done or if there was a satisfactory outcome. If the situation remains unresolved,
call the shelter’s main phone number at 222-2111 and we will document the report and follow up with authorities as necessary. With a large geographic area, it is difficult to know and see it all, so we rely on you to help us in awareness. We cannot
address animal welfare issues without the input and support of our community members to be vocal on behalf of animals in
need. If you see something of concern, we urge you to please speak up.
We also want to ask for your help in making sure pet owners in our community have the resources they need to provide
good care to their pets. Everyone is facing challenges these days, so it’s more important than ever to get the word out that
pet food, pet supplies and veterinary assistance are available to those
that need it. The shelter is working closely with area food banks to distribute needed food and supplies, especially to the more isolated towns in our region, and pet food is available for pick up at the
shelter’s entrance. We will provide these goods for as long as we can. There may be periods when
demand outweighs supply. If the shelter’s community pet food box is ever empty, rest assured we are
working on securing replenishment as quickly as possible, so check back or inquire by phone or e-mail.
Please reach out to the shelter if someone that you know is in need of help to care for their pets.
Some of our most vulnerable and in-need neighbors don’t have access to information or transportation to benefit from or acquire these resources directly. Please give us a call at 222-2111 or send an
e-mail to info@staffordanimalshelter.org and let us know if you have a neighbor or a friend in need of
pet care resources. The shelter will do what is possible to help, whether its delivering pet food, offering
advice or facilitating an overdue or emergency vet visit for a beloved pet.
Together we can strengthen our shared commitment to the needs of voiceless animals, ensuring all
pets have their basic care needs met, have access to fresh water, food, and safe shelter. Thank you
for keeping an eye out for pets in our community and for fellow pet owners who may need a little extra
help.

Mart y on the Loose
Marty was a timid young pup rescued from the Crow Reservation and brought to Stafford. He wasn’t quick
to be adopted because he hid in the back of his kennel and was apprehensive to approach visitors until the
Bryant family came in and gave him a chance. They adopted the sweet,
red speckled cattle dog mix and took him home. He quickly bonded
with them, especially their young son, but was scared of most things
outside the home. They were training with him at a park when Marty
was spooked and slipped out of his leash. He was gone. The family was
devastated and called us to help find their newly adopted best friend.
We quickly made a flyer, posted on social media, drove around the park
and passed out information while his family walked the streets nightly
looking for him but no sightings. Then after missing for over 3 1/2 weeks
finally we had a lead. We were contacted by a concerned community
member because a small red heeler was causing loads
of trouble in their neighborhood. He had killed some chickens, knocked down fences, stolen some shoes off their
porch… could it be that this same mischievous pup was Marty? We sure hoped so!
We drove over and confirmed that it was him, but at this point, he was in full-blown “flight” mode so
there was no convincing him to come to us, not even his family could coax him close. Thankfully the
neighbors were very understanding and allowed for humane traps to be set up on their property. We
borrowed some from Bozeman Lost Pets & HSUS and his family sat on a stakeout armed with rotisserie chicken and bologna. He couldn’t resist the cuisine and they caught him! Marty was so relived
to be back at home and he spent his first few days napping away after almost a month of living on
his own. His mother Angela is particularly grateful to Stafford for helping reunite their family saying:
“Thank you so much for everything, all of you are amazing. These animals are blessed having you
guys there for them. We feel so fortunate for all your help and to get Marty back home!”

Think of Stafford When Estate Planning

Some of our supporters designate Stafford in their Wills and Testaments as the recipient for donations made as lasting memorials. We have also been

designated the caretaker for animals in the home of individuals who passed away. This pre-planning takes all the stressful guess work out of where
donations go and ownership of the household pets in the event of a death. Jeff was a good example . He was a Big Timber resident who recently died.
In his will, Jeff generously named Stafford as one of many organizations to receive a donation from his estate. He also willed the care of his cat, Cali, to
Stafford. His son brought Cali to the shelter and Cali was happily adopted
to a new home. Molly was a little Jack Russel Terrier whose owner
passed away. Thankfully, her owner had made arrangements to have
family bring Molly to the shelter, where she quickly found a new home.
These are truly happy endings for the pets but they must be planned for.
We pet owners all worry what will happen to our beloved pets in the case
of our death. That is why it is important to be specific about what should
be done in the event of a
tragedy. We recently were
named in the will of a couple who have multiple cats
and dogs. They designated
the shelter to come to
their property in the event
of an untimely death and take all the pets to Stafford for care and adoption into new homes. They also
provided financially for Stafford to administer the necessary care of their pets. We were made aware of
these provisions in advance and were presented the documents for the assumption of responsibility for
their animals.
Stafford is proud that our family of supporters trusts us to play such an important role in the lives of their
beloved pets. They know we will be diligent in caring for them and that we take that responsibility very
seriously. If you want the peace of mind that ensures your animals will get the kind of loving care you
want them to have, be sure to include instructions in your estate planning. It’s also important to notify the
prospective caregivers about your estate plan to insure they are informed about any specific needs of
your pets, and to get their assurance that they will, indeed, execute your wishes. Many of us here at Stafford can attest to the peace of mind that such foresight and planning gifts us, as pet owners.

Home for the Holidays

We were recently contacted by a military family who needed our help. They were relocating across the

county to their new duty station in Washington state when they stopped to spend the night in an RV park
in Livingston. Their family cat Finnegan was in tow relaxing in the camper with them but during a wild,
windy Livingston storm, the door blew open and he escaped. They looked for him all weekend but had to
travel on without him to check in on time at their base. Heartsick they contacted Stafford for help and we
canvased the neighborhood looking for him and hung up flyers. Luckily after a few days, Betty, a caring
neighbor who had seen the flyer, was able to pick up Finnegan and bring him to the safety of the shelter.
We were
able to
board him
for a minivacation
stay here at
the shelter
until we
could coordinate a reunion with the LaBar Family. Steve,
our Executive Director, drove him 1/2 way home to Dan
in Spokane. Once the handoff was complete, Finnegan
rode shotgun back to Tacoma where his mom Rachel
was excitedly waiting to see him too. He’s settled right
back into the swing of things relaxing in his bed. His family expressed how grateful they were to Stafford Animal
Shelter & the community for rallying to find him (our
Finnegan post was viewed & shared over 14K+ times)
that he and his family made a donation to our “Guardian
Angel Fund”. That fund allows us to provide help, free
boarding and transportation for families in emergency
situations just like Finnegan’s so we can hope for the
same happy outcome for others!

Pot Poisoning
With the legalization of marijuana in many states, now including Montana, the incidents of poisoning are on the rise according to AVMA (American Veterinary

Medical Association) and major pet insurance carriers. According to ASPCA’s Animal Poison Control Center, they reported a 765% increase in calls about
marijuana ingestion by animals over the same period last year.  Locally, we have been hearing about several cases with our supporters and adopters and they all
required immediate, emergency veterinary care. Even if you’re not a cannabis user yourself, poisoning poses a real threat to
your pets when you recreate with them outdoors. This was the case recently with two of our volunteers.   
Karin Caroline of Bozeman Canine Classic was trail running with her dog in Bear Canyon earlier this summer. Harlee is off-leash
trained and stays close while they run. Karin never noticed her ingesting anything unusual that day, but hours after they arrived
back home, Harlee became lethargic, was drooling, wobbly in the hind quarters and lost control of her bladder. Karin raced her
to PETS Emergency Clinic in Bozeman where they performed tests and determined that she was THC (Tetrahydrocannabinol)
poisoned. THC is the main psychoactive compound in marijuana. It was too late to induce vomiting, so Harlee was given
activated charcoal and had to ride out the terrifying side effects of being “high” till morning.
Gwen Strachan, and her Stafford alumni dog Lola, were walking along the Yellowstone River at Mallard’s Rest in Paradise
Valley when the little pup stopped to sniff, and snack, on a piece of a cookie that was left behind at one of the campsites. When
they arrived back home, Lola immediately began vomiting, had dilated eyes and absolutely shivered and panicked when her
momma tried to comfort her. The effects came on very quickly & strongly for this little dog. It was determined that she too was
poisoned by marijuana, most likely from the cookie, known as an edible,
which are baked goods or candies infused with marijuana. Thankfully
both of these dogs recovered, but they are just two of the many stories
we have heard from locals who have experienced accidental poisoning
while hiking, camping or having friends visit with marijuana in their
purses, cars etc.
It’s good to recognize the potential signs. Pets may become wobbly,
uncoordinated, hyperactive, disoriented, and very vocal. Their pupils
may dilate, they may drool excessively, vomit, develop urinary incontinence, tremors & seizures. They may
have low or elevated heart rate and blood pressure, slowed respiration rate, lethargy, and increases or
decreases in body temperature. If you notice suspicious behavior in your cat or dog, take your pet to your
veterinarian for emergency treatment.
It’s widely known that medications, including marijuana & edibles, need to be stored out of the reach of
children, but don’t forget about your pets. High cabinets or locked drawers are best as dogs have keen
sense of smell and cats have a keen sense of curiosity.  Let’s leave the “special snacks” for the humans!

Are you Outdated?

It’s that time of year again….roll back the clocks, spend the holidays with family, make New Year’s resolutions and check

that your pet’s microchip information is up to date! Wait, you forgot to do that?  You’re not alone. It can happen to the best
of us, including Dr. Kira Jarosz, a Veterinarian at Sleeping Giant Animal Clinic (SGAC). Recently her friendly calico cat Callie
went missing from their farm. They looked and looked for their buddy, but she never turned up. Being as they live in a very
rural part of Montana, and they know all their neighbors, they never thought anyone would have turned their cat into the
shelter, sadly they assumed Callie was gone forever.     
Although Dr. Kira is a frequent adopter of ours, she didn’t think to call Stafford to check for their cat or report her
missing. Had she, we may have pieced together that we actually did get in a stray calico cat, who we named
Moochie. Although when we scanned her microchip, the information on file traced back to a previous owner’s phone
number which no longer worked. Per our policy, we posted Moochie’s photo on our stray page, held her for 5 days, put her
up for adoption and found her a great home.   
A week later, the new adopter took her into SGAC for her complimentary adoption exam and she was spotted by Dr.
Kira’s husband who was in the clinic that day. He knew immediately it was the distinct marking of their missing Callie. Dr.
Kira contacted us and we were willing to call the adopter and let her know what happened. This adopter was wonderful &
understanding and actually retuned the cat knowing it already had a loving home. She saw this as an opportunity to give another shelter cat a home instead.    
This story had a happy reunion but many do not and it emphasizes the importance of microchipping pets, and more importantly, keeping the information up to
date. Common misconceptions are that microchips work like GPS tracking on your phone, transmitting a ping to trace the animal, but they do not. You cannot
track a lost pet through the chip. It can only be read through a special scanner at a shelter or Veterinarian’s office when an animal is found. Think of it more as an
“implanted ID tag” for your pet except this tag does not fall off their collar and it stays with them their whole life. The tiny chip, the size of a grain of rice, is implanted
under the shoulder blades with the same minimal discomfort as a vaccine. It’s a quick,
safe and inexpensive way to ensure your pet can be traced back to you if lost, found or
stolen. Stafford Animal Shelter microchips every animal that we adopted out, including
barn cats. We also partner with Sweet Grass Animal Coalition, sganimalcoalition@
gmail.com, to offer low-cost microchips at their clinics and encourage all community
cat caretakers to microchip as well so they can be returned to territories if they are ever
brought to the shelter. If you’ve adopted from Stafford and want to double check your
info, please visit our provider: www.24petwatch.com to register and update.  
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Current Resident or:

The Pandemic of 2020 has forced us to cancel all our in-person fundraising including our annual holiday
fundraiser, Santa Paws. The money we raise helps give us a boost into the new year, plus people enjoy
sharing their annual pet portraits with friends and family. This year we are getting creative and offering
fun “Digital Santa Paws” as a lighthearted way to help us raise money, bring awareness for our shelter and
digitally dress up your pet in a silly hat and ugly sweater.
For $10 ($5 additional for more than 2 pets) we will edit them into the sample holiday card and personalize
it with your names. All we’ll need from you is an emailed, high quality headshot of your pet(s) looking at
the camera and then we’ll email you back a finished image that you can use to print your own cards or
share on your social media. Easy! Plus 100% of the money goes to help homeless pets this holiday season.
Email adavis@staffordanimalshelter.org to place your order. (Allow 3 business days for design time).

Thinking of Stafford this holiday season? Link to our most current wishlist on our website homepage.
Leader of the Pack:

Best in Show:
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